
S P R I N G  2 0 0 7

Town of Los Gatos Guiding Principles

Small Town Service

Community Stewardship

Future Focus

Following are selected excerpts from 
Mayor Joe Pirzynski’s State of the Town 
address, given on February 20, 2007. 
The full text is available on the Town’s 
website, www.losgatosca.gov.

Welcome and Purpose

A
s your mayor and on behalf of 
the Town Council, I would like to 
reflect on our accomplishments 
over the past year and discuss 

the community’s role in our future 
goals. But first, I want to thank my fellow 
Council members for their dedication 
to the Town and their willingness to 
work together for the well being of our 
residents and businesses. I look forward 
to continuing to work with each of you as 
we move our great town into the future.

In 2001, when I last gave the State of the 
Town address as your mayor, I talked 
about it being a time of progress and 
opportunity; the economy was strong, 
property values were skyrocketing, and 
businesses were flourishing. Then, the 
dot com bust hit, 9/11 occurred, and the 
economy slowed. Our vision of progress 
quickly faded, replaced by the very real 
challenges of providing full community 
services with ever diminishing economic 
resources.

Yet, by prudent and strategic planning, 
we successfully navigated through that 
fiscally challenging time and preserved 
core service levels for the community. 
Our perseverance and patience have 
placed us in a position to forge ahead in 
2007 to pursue vital community priorities.

Life is Good in Los Gatos

Through it all, life has remained good 
in Los Gatos; we remain one of most 
desirable places to live and visit in the Bay 
Area. Our sense of community is strong; 
our quality of life is vibrant; our economy 
is growing; and together we can celebrate 
the success of the town we call home.

The Town’s fiscal health remains stable, 
with key revenue such as sales tax and 
property tax trending ahead of estimates 
this fiscal year. Our reserves continue 
to be healthy – $18 million to be exact. 
Our economic base grows stronger each 
year through community promotion and 
business attraction and retention. Last 
year, we welcomed over 20 new retail 
businesses into downtown, 2 of which 
were expansions.

Celebrating Community

Each year, Los Gatos grows stronger and 
smarter –  we continue to be successful 
because we celebrate that which we love –  
our community. We celebrate this civic 
spirit through hundreds of large and not-
so-large actions we take every day –  
attending town meetings, opening up a 
small local business, registering to vote 
and voting, planting bulbs to beautify 
downtown, or just saying hello to a 
neighbor. This is what makes us uniquely 
Los Gatos – the value of our becoming 
involved and connected with each other.

Community Building 
Through Civic Engagement

As a Council, we strive to encourage 
participation and civic engagement to 

raise awareness of local needs and 
issues. We continue to see the benefits of 
making decisions through the collective 
hands of the community.

Our desire for connectivity extends to 
community gatherings like our 4th of July 
Celebration, Farmer’s Market, Jazz on the 
Plazz, Music in the Park, Fiesta de Artes, 
Los Gatos Shakespeare Festival and 
Screen on the Green. All of these events 
offer a unique and interactive way for 
residents, businesses, and community 
organizations to connect and celebrate 
community.

For the past 6 years, we’ve grown 150 
future Los Gatos leaders through 
Leadership Los Gatos, a joint Town and 
Chamber initiative that was started 
during my last term as mayor. Many of 
the program graduates have gone on 
to become Town commissioners and 
community volunteers.

We are committed to cultivating 
community by developing leadership 
qualities in our youth. The Los Gatos 
Youth Commission, strongly encouraged 
initially by Council member Steve 
Glickman and now in its 3rd year of 
operation, has been very successful, 
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T
he series of small earthquakes 
in the Bay Area in February 
should serve as a gentle reminder 
that being prepared to be self-

sufficient in the 
event of a natural or 
other disaster is an 
important goal for 
you and your family. 

Last year, the Town launched a new 
public education and outreach program 
to encourage every resident and 
business in Los Gatos to be prepared 
for self-sufficiency. The Los Gatos 
Prepared campaign focused in its initial 
year on neighborhood get-togethers on 
the October 17 anniversary of the 1989 
Loma Prieta earthquake. Informational 
booths at the farmers market provided 
additional opportunities for residents 
to learn about the skills and resources 
necessary to be self-sufficient for at least 
72 hours after an earthquake and for two 
weeks in the event of a pandemic flu.

This year, October will once again be 
proclaimed “Los Gatos Prepared Month” 
and the Town will help to organize events 
and provide information to educate our 
community. But, since a disaster could 
occur at any time, we encourage you to 

get prepared now! The peace of mind 
you and family will experience once you 
have your communication plan, reunion 
plan, and emergency supply kit in place 

will more than 
compensate for the 
little time it will 
take to get these in 
order. To find out 

how easy it is to be prepared, go to  
www.losgatosprepared.org.

Once you’re prepared, you can encourage 
your neighbors and friends to get 
prepared also. You may want to join or 
help start up a Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) in your 
neighborhood. These trained volunteers 
number more than 200 throughout Los 
Gatos, and will be a critical resource 
during and after a disaster. The Los 
Gatos Prepared website provides contact 
information for the CERT program; you 
can also call (408) 354-6843.

When a natural or a health disaster 
occurs, well-prepared individuals, 
families, and businesses make a great 
deal of difference in ensuring that our 
community perseveres through the 
challenge. You can make a difference –  
get prepared!

Are You Prepared?

See State of the Town, page 2
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incorporating broader community issues 
into their work by holding well-attended 
youth forums and serving as an advisory 
resource for the Council and Police 
Department as regards the concerns 
of our youth. This year, 14 out of 20 
Commission members served as youth 
delegates at the National League of 
Cities Conference in Reno, learning how 
they can impact the youth of Los Gatos 
for the better.

The Los Gatos Town-to-Town Katrina 
Consortium, developed during the 
mayoral term of Council member Diane 
McNutt, has led to a renewed sense of 
community outreach and giving for the 
recovery and rebuilding of Pascagoula, 
Mississippi, a community very much 
like our own that was devastated in 
Hurricane Katrina. As a community, we 
came together to spread the message of 
hope to 25,000 who needed to hear it. The 
joint outreach of the  faith communities, 
service organizations, the Town 
government, and so many individuals 
continues to be a light of hope for this 
southern town still shrouded in darkness. 
The recovery process will continue to 
be a very difficult journey, and we must 
continue to be actively engaged as a 
community of concern in the rebuilding 
process. Every action, no matter the size, 
is a gift that ensures Pascagoula a better 
future. If you would like to become more 
involved, visit the Los Gatos-Katrina 
Consortium website – volunteers are 
being sought to help with rehabilitation 
projects in Pascagoula this spring.

The Community Unity initiative, begun 
during the mayoral term of Council 
member Mike Wasserman, has brought 
more than 70 organizations together 
under a banner of service to form a town-
wide partnership to collectively meet 
the needs of the community. There will 
continue to be unmet service needs that 
require assistance of these groups. If you 
are interested in participating either as 
an organization or an individual in future 
projects, visit the Community Unity 

section of the Town website.

The Los Gatos Community Foundation’s 
Beautification Committee and its 
dedicated volunteers contribute on an 
ongoing basis to maintaining Los Gatos’s 
character, charm, and beauty. If you have 
noticed in the last few days the magical 
sprouting of daffodils throughout the 
town, it is the work of the Beautification 
Committee you are witnessing. Begun by 
our late beloved Shirley Henderson, the 
Beautification Committee continues in 
her spirit to encourage us to appreciate 
the beauty of our community and take 
an active role in enhancing that beauty 
every day. If you would like to be part of 
this effort, contact the Beautification 
Committee through the Los Gatos 
Community Foundation. 

Community Building 
Through Technology

As a Council, we recognize that community 
participation and engagement requires the 
creation of “new spaces” through the use 
of new technology. Through the Internet, 
we are working to provide online services 
that enhance information communication 
and public input.

In 2006, technology met community in 
Los Gatos when we upgraded our Town 
website, which to date receives more 
than 500,000 visits annually. Half a million 
hits. Not bad for a community of 30,000. 
We have increased our “What’s New” 
email notification subscriber base to 
nearly 1,500 and have incorporated many 
new online service features to enhance 
our responsiveness to customers. Plans 
are now underway to accept permits and 
payments online to streamline the permit 
application process of our Community 
Development Department.

We’ve also introduced live, online web 
streaming of Council meetings. As 
many as 500 people have watched live 
or archived streaming video through 
our Town website. The Town Council 
meetings, telecast live on KCAT15 on the 

first and third Mondays of each month, 
are mounting a serious challenge to 
the usual Monday night programming 
on those other channels. Given the 
positive response we have gotten to 
these televised and webstreamed 
Council offerings, later this spring we 
will televise and webstream Planning 
Commission meetings on Wednesday 
nights. With our expanded government 
lineup, reality TV can’t get much better 
than this. 

Focusing on the Future

Our success is not by accident. It is 
because of engaged individuals and 
groups who understand that front 
porches are crime prevention venues, 
town beautification begins at the 
curb of our homes and businesses, 
and gatherings are celebrations of 
community. As we look ahead, we 
are reminded of the importance of 
maintaining our high level of civic 
engagement and awareness to hold on to 
what makes us uniquely Los Gatos –  
a community that values small town 
service and character, good financial 
stewardship, and a vision for the future. 
Over the next year, we will focus our 
attention on several important issues 
that require a shared commitment to 
move us forward.

General Plan Update

Last, and perhaps one of the most 
important program initiatives for this 
year, is the 2010 General Plan Update. 
Good land use decisions don’t happen 
by accident. They are deliberate and well 
thought out and guided by a General 
Plan, a long-term policy or “constitution” 
that serves as the foundation for all land 
use decisions related to the physical, 
economic, and environmental growth of 
a community. Our ability to preserve the 
small-town character of Los Gatos and 
protect it from increasing development 

State of the Town
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See State of the Town, page 3

Green Business Certification

T
he Town of Los Gatos 
organization has been officially 
certified as a Green Business 
through the Bay Area Green 

Business Program. The program, 
coordinated by the Association of 
Bay Area Governments (ABAG), is a 
successful partnership of environmental 
agencies and utilities that assists, 
recognizes, and promotes businesses 
and government agencies that volunteer 
to operate in a more environmentally 
responsible way. The key goals of the 
program are to promote resource 
conservation and pollution prevention. 
More information about the Town’s 
environmental protection efforts is on 
page 6 of this issue.

Car Wash Fundraisers

Are you planning a car wash fundraiser 
for your child’s sports team or a local 
charity? Did you know that the dirt, metals,  
and soap suds that come off a car can 
pollute local creeks if they are allowed to 
enter the storm drain system? The West 

Valley Clean Water Program has free Car 
Wash Kits available for anyone planning 
a car wash fundraiser to borrow – these 
kits contain the equipment necessary to 
divert car wash runoff into the sanitary 
sewer system, where it will be treated 
properly before being released. To 
schedule use of a Car Wash Kit, send an 
email to inspector@cleancreeks.
org or call (408) 354-5385. For more 
information about the West Valley Clean 
Water Program, visit its website at  
www.cleancreeks.org.

Recycling Fluorescent Bulbs

All Los Gatos residents may bring their 
used fluorescent bulbs to Los Gatos Ace 
Hardware, 15300 Los Gatos Boulevard, 
for recycling, at no charge. The following 
types of bulbs are accepted: compact 
fluorescent bulbs; and straight, circular, 
spiral, and U-bent fluorescent tubes. 
Please bring your bulbs to the customer 
service counter during business hours: 
Monday through Friday from 8 am to 8 
pm, Saturday from 8 am to 6 pm, and 
Sunday from 9 am to 5 pm.

Businesses with used fluorescent bulbs 
to recycle may call the Santa Clara 
County Household Hazardous Waste 
Program at (408) 299-7300 for business 
drop-off locations. More information is 
also available at the program’s website, 
www.hhw.org.

National Public Works Week 
Events in May 

National Public Works Week is a 
celebration of the tens of thousands of 
men and women in North America who 
provide and maintain the infrastructure 
and services collectively known as 
public works. Instituted by the American 
Public Works Association in 1960, 
National Public Works Week calls 
attention to the importance of public 
works in community life. This year’s 
celebration, to be held May 20 – 26,  
will have the theme “Public Works: 
Moving Life Forward.” The Town’s Public 
Works Department will host an open 
house during the week; details will be 
posted on the Town website,  
www.losgatosca.gov.

News Views
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are involved with, or choose some issue 
that resonates with you and resolve to 
become involved in that issue.

The Town Council stands ready to 
facilitate this process of engagement. 
In order to facilitate this process 
of engagement, I intend to propose 
reinitiating the “Town Council in the 
Neighborhoods” program during this 
year. We have much to discuss with 
you as your elected representatives. 
As I have stated this evening, we want 
to reach out to all members of our 
community to educate and facilitate the 
accomplishment of the goals that are 
before us.

As I enter my 9th year on Council, I 
can reflect on the progress we have 
made over the last 8 years, and more 
importantly, look forward to the 
expanding opportunities we have in the 
future. Time and again, the residents 
and businesspersons of Los Gatos have 
provided the leadership, volunteerism, 
vision, resources, and commitment to 
improving our town. We are successful 
because we have great partnerships, a 
strong sense of community, and a spirit of 
cooperation and shared responsibilities.

It is my honor to serve as your mayor in 
2007 and to lead a town with the citizen 
participation and commitment second 
to none. I look forward to continuing 
this noble work with my fellow Council 
members, our Town management and 
staff, and all members of our community.

Mayor Pirzynski also discussed Los Gatos 
Prepared and the Civic Center/Library 
Master Plan. Please see pages 1 and 3 for 
more information on these issues.

State of the Town
Continued from previous page
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pressures is driven by our General Plan 
and documents like the Hillside  
Specific Plan and residential and 
commercial design guidelines, a message 
Vice Mayor Barbara Spector so frequently 
draws attention to in our discussions  
of land use.

The Town’s last update to the General 
Plan was completed in 1998, received 
final approval in 2000, and covered 
a planning period through 2008. We 
will begin the update process this 
year which will involve the review, 
identification, and prioritization of 
current and future community needs. 
This process will also involve the 
establishment of a General Plan Task 
Force to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the Town’s General 
Plan. Participation in the General 
Plan update is an opportunity 
for the community to collectively 
co-create the future character of 
the town, while preserving the 
best of its past and present.

Together, we will continue to celebrate 
our commitment to civic engagement 
to ensure that the high quality of life 
in Los Gatos is protected for future 
generations. The opportunity will be 
offered by this Council to all members 
of the community to participate in this 
most important process of analysis, 
evaluation, and recommendation. If 
you feel the role of General Plan Task 
Force member is one you’d like to 
assume as we move into the General 
Plan update process, our Town website 
will offer the most immediate and 
complete information about this 
opportunity for service. Our various 
media sources will provide the notice 
of initiation for this process.

Closing

The state of our town is strong, vibrant, 
and successful. In 2007, our commitment 
is to stay focused on the fundamentals 
that will ensure our success is sustained 
for the long term. There is no limit to 
what we can accomplish together.

I hereby issue a call to service to all 
members of our community as we 
proceed into the future: commit to one 
thing that will benefit our town. I have 
offered a laundry list of opportunities 
for service in this State of the Town 
presentation. Please recommit tonight 
to the volunteer service you already 

Civic Center/Library 
Master Plan

A
t a February study session, the Town Council took significant steps toward 
defining the vision for a Civic Center/Library Master Plan (CCMP). Begun 
in 2001, the CCMP development process has as its goal to determine the 
community’s needs for Town services and to evaluate options for meeting 

those needs in the Civic Center facilities. The 40-year-old Civic Center was built at 
a time when the Los Gatos population was half its current size and when the needs 
of the community were different than today.

Community input – from stakeholders, such as library patrons and seniors, and 
from the general public – combined with technical analyses of space needs led 
to a vision for the Civic Center site. The vision identifies how the site could best 
accommodate the spaces needed to provide services, while maximizing green, 
open areas and protecting the majority of significant trees. 

Key features of the vision include:

n Two-story library set against the back of the site on the eastern side

n Two-story community center adjacent to the library

n Underground parking

n Re-alignment of Fiesta Way to the eastern edge of the site rather than  
through the site

n Two-story police facility with an adjacent garage set on the western side  
of the site

n Renovation of the existing Town Hall

Estimated in today’s dollars, the build-out of the entire CCMP would cost nearly 
$90 million. It is important to underscore that the CCMP is a long-term vision for 
meeting the growing and changing needs of the community. It is not a commitment 
to undertake any of the improvements. Rather, it provides a road map for 
making decisions about facility improvements if and when the Town Council and 
community so decides.

Over the next year, the Town invites you to learn more about the CCMP in general, 
and about specific elements of it, such as the new library. Look for updates on the 
Town’s website, articles in the local papers, and community forums around town. 
Information about the CCMP to date can be found now on the Town’s website, 
www.losgatosca.gov.

Town Hall in the Neighborhood

S
tay tuned for more information on upcoming Town Hall in the Neighborhood meetings in late summer and early fall. 
Topics will include discussion on the Civic Center/Library Master Plan, the 2010 General Plan update, and emergency 
preparedness. For more information, contact the Town Manager’s Office at (408) 354-6832, or via email at  
manager@losgatosca.gov.

Civic Center/Library Master Plan phased site vision
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T
he hills surrounding Los 
Gatos provide an exceptional 
backdrop, providing us with a 
beautiful, natural environment. 

It is important that this natural asset 
be preserved by ensuring that any 
development in hillside areas:

n maintains the existing open, wooded, 
rural character;

n is in harmony with the natural setting;

n conserves landforms and other 
features of the natural landscape;

n preserves wildlife habitat and 
movement corridors; and

n protects and preserves viewsheds 
and the ridgelines of the mountains.

If you are considering an extensive 
remodel of your home, constructing a 
new house, or revising your landscaping, 
you should first take the time to read 
the applicable Town regulations. These 
include the Hillside Development 
Standards and Guidelines; Grading, 
Erosion, and Sediment Control Ordinance; 
and Tree Protection Ordinance.

Hillside Development 
Standards and Guidelines

In hillside areas, stringent development 
requirements are in place. In part, 
this is because our hillsides are so 
visible from the valley floor, but it is 
also because the chance of negatively 
impacting neighboring properties is 
greater. For example, if grading is done 
incorrectly, drainage could be channeled 
to a neighboring property, a public 
street, a creek, or another location that 
could cause damage in a large storm 
or a very wet winter. The goal of the 
Hillside Development Standards and 
Guidelines is to work hand in hand with 
the discretionary development review 
process to achieve design excellence 
that fosters sustainable development 
and preserves the natural environment. 
They are available on the Town website, 
at: www.losgatosca.gov/index.
asp?NID=1117.

If you have questions about hillside 
development, call the Community 
Development Department, at  
(408) 354-6874.

Grading, Erosion, and 
Sediment Control Ordinance

The purpose of the Grading, Erosion, 
and Sediment Control Ordinance is to 
promote and protect the public interest 
by regulating land disturbances, landfill, 
and soil storage in connection with 

the clearing and grading of land for 
construction. It is Chapter 12 of the Town 
Code, available through a link on the 
“Grading and Drainage” page of the Town 
website, www.losgatosca.gov.

If you have questions about grading 
requirements, call the Parks and Public 
Works Department, at (408) 399-5771.

Tree Protection Ordinance

Having a healthy urban forest does not 
just contribute to the natural beauty of 
Los Gatos. Trees also prevent erosion of 
topsoil, provide protection against flood 
hazards and risk of landslides, counteract 
pollutants in the air, maintain climactic 
balance, and decrease wind velocities. 
The Tree Protection Ordinance, Division 
2 of Chapter 29 of the Town Code, 
regulates the removal of trees through 
the development process. It is available 
through a link on the “Trees” page of the 
Town website, www.losgatosca.gov.

If you are considering the removal of a 
tree or two as part of a renewal of your 
landscaping on a flat lot, a tree removal 
permit may be required. Whether or 
not a tree removal permit is required 
depends on the size and species of 
the tree proposed for removal. More 
information is available on the Town 
website, www.losgatosca.gov – just 
type “tree removal permit” in the Search 
box. Or, you may contact Tim Boyer, Park 
Superintendent, at (408) 399-5777.

Hillside Development

Music in the Park

Sundays, June 24 through Aug. 26
5 to 7 pm
Civic Center Lawn,  
110 East Main Street

www.losgatosca.gov/mip

Los Gatos Celebrates the  
4th of July
Wednesday, July 4
11  am to 7:30 pm
Civic Center Lawn,  
110 East Main Street;
Los Gatos High School Lawn,  
235 East Main Street

www.losgatosca.gov/4thofjuly

Los Gatos Shakespeare 
Festival

Weekends, July 13 through Aug. 4
8 pm
Oak Meadow Park,  
233 Blossom Hill Road

www.festivaltheatreensemble.org

Screen on the Green

Friday, September 28 
7:30 pm
Oak Meadow Park,  
233 Blossom Hill Road

www.losgatosca.gov

Jazz on the Plazz
Wednesdays, June 20 through  
Aug. 29
6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Town Plaza Park,  
West Main Street and Santa Cruz Avenue

www.jazzontheplazz.com

Fiesta de Artes
Saturday, Aug. 11 
Sunday, Aug. 12
10 am to 6 pm
Civic Center Lawn, 
110 East Main Street

www.lgfiesta.org

Summer Fun

Senior Center News

T
he Los Gatos Senior Center is known by its regulars as a gathering place for 
local seniors, a spot to socialize with old friends and to make new ones, a 
frequent starting point for planned trips and activities, and the scene of many 
parties and events. But local seniors and their loved ones should also know 

that the Senior Center is a well-rounded service provider that seeks to achieve for 
its customers wellness and autonomy through advocacy, communication, education, 
socialization, identification of service resources, and service facilitation. Some of the 
services and activities available through the Senior Center include:

Case Management Services

Case management is a collaborative process of assessment, planning, facilitation, 
and advocacy for options and services to meet an individual’s mental and physical 
health needs through communication and effective utilization of available resources. 
The Senior Center has a trained case manager available to meet with you and your 
family, at no cost to you, who can make a needs assessment and help with finding 
ways to meet those needs. The case manager often helps families with issues like 
finding appropriate social service agencies, completing the complicated applications 
required to receive social services, sorting out seniors’ financial options, and 
assisting seniors to age in place as appropriate.

Wednesday Movies

On the fourth Wednesday of each month, a top-
rated movie is shown on the big-screen television 
in the Neighborhood Center Lounge at 1:15 pm. 
Admission and snacks are free! Join other film 
buffs and enjoy this fun afternoon activity.

Summer Activities

A wide variety of social activities will be 
held during the summer, including the 
Annual Senior Picnic, the Summer Dance, 
and a California Casino bus trip. These 
activities are not just fun –they are also a 
great way to get out of the house, and to 
make new friends. 

For more information on any Senior Center 
activity or service, call the Senior Center at 
(408) 354-1514. Or, visit the Town’s website, 
www.losgatosca.gov, and click on  
“Living in Los Gatos.”
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T
his spring and summer, the 
library is hosting lots of fun 
programs for kids, teens, and 
their families. All programs are 

held at the library, 110 East Main Street. 
No advance reservation is required, 
except for the summer reading clubs.  
For more information about any of  
these programs, call the library at  
(408) 354-6891 or visit the library 
website, library.losgatosca.gov. 
Please help the library to offer satisfying 
programs for children by honoring the 
suggested age range for each event.

Family Night
Thursday, May 17, 6:45 pm
For ages 4 and up.

P&T Puppet Theatre presents  
Three Little Pigs.

Summer Reading Club  
Kick-Off
Thursday, May 31, 3:30 pm
All ages welcome.

Beat the crowd! Come and sign up for 
the Summer Reading Club and watch 
Gerald Joseph perform amazing magic 
tricks. Refreshments will be served 
after the program.

Storytime schedule

Toddler Storytime
Mondays, 10:30 am
For ages 2 to 3.

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays, 10:30 am
For ages 3 to 5.

YNK (You Never Know)  
@ Your Library

Join our annual Teen Summer Reading 
Club for students ages 13 to 17. The 
theme is “YNK (You Never Know) @ 
Your Library.” Registration forms will 
be available beginning June 1, both 
at the library and online at library.
losgatosca.gov/teenindex.html. 
Complete the program by July 31 and 
receive a gift!

Library Programs for Kids and Teens
Mother Goose Storytime
Fridays, 10:30 am
For ages 0 to 2.

Books Together
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays, 3 
to 5 pm
All ages welcome.

Kids: Let’s Talk Books Blog

http://lgkidsletstalkbooks.
blogspot.com

A place for kids to share and talk about 
their favorite titles, and to answer the 
question: So, what are YOU reading?

Get a Clue @ Your Library

Join the Library’s 2007 Summer Reading 
and Listening Club for kids ages 0 to 13. 
Sign up at the library between June 1 and 
July 31, then reach your goal and receive 
a prize packet. Join us for a summer full 
of fun and surprises, including weekly 
programs and the chance to win prizes! 
For more information, please call the 
Children’s Librarian at (408) 354-6893  
or visit our website at library.
losgatosca.gov/kidsindex.html.

Colon Cancer Awareness

M
arch has been proclaimed Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month by 
the Town Council. Did you talk to your doctor in March about the right 
screening test for you? If not, it’s not too late! The American Cancer 
Society recommends that everyone age 50 and older talk to their doctors 

about colorectal cancer screening and find out which test is best for them. A wealth of 
information about the prevention, detection, and treatment of colorectal cancer, and 
other types of cancer, is available on the ACS website, www.cancer.org. They even 
have a colon cancer screening reminder tool, which will send you an email when it is 
time for your next screening. According to the ACS, nearly 30,000 American lives could 
be saved each year if everyone age 50 and older were tested for colorectal cancer.

T
he Los Gatos Town-to-Town 
Katrina Consortium, formed 
in 2005 in response to the 
devastation caused by Hurricane 

Katrina, is still going strong. With the 
leadership of the Town, a community 
consortium of organizations, individuals, 
and businesses are sharing resources, 
expertise, and volunteer time to 
help the residents of Pascagoula, 
Mississippi rebuild their city. Some of 
the accomplishments of this all-volunteer 
effort include:

n The Friends of the Los Gatos Library 
donated $3,000 to the Pascagoula 
Library.

n Los Gatos Rotary donated $10,000 to 
the people of Pascagoula to help them 
rebuild their lives.

n The Los Gatos Little League Golf 
Tournament generated a $1,000 
grant for Pascagoula’s youth baseball 
program.

n A visit to Los Gatos by Father Mike 
Kelleher, pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church in Pascagoula, inspired 
members of St. Mary’s Church to 
collect $9,500 for school scholarships, 
rectory furniture, and a pharmacy 
serving the Hispanic community of 
Pascagoula.

n Groups of volunteers organized by 
Los Gatos United Methodist Church 
and Los Gatos Calvary Baptist Church 
are providing hands-on construction 
rebuilding help to families in 
Pascagoula who cannot afford to make 
the necessary repairs to their homes.

n An annual Book Scholarship program 
sponsored by the Jackson County 
(Mississippi) Chamber of Commerce 
is being supported by Los Gatos 
businesses. The goal is to provide 
$250 scholarships to all high school 
graduates in the top 10% of their class.

n At the request of Pascagoula city 
officials, the Town requested support 
from U.S. Representative Mike Honda. 
He is now assigned to the Democratic 
Task Force on Hurricane Katrina 
Committee and is working closely 
with U.S. Representative Gene Taylor 
from the Pascagoula area to monitor 
federal response and to find solutions 
to bureaucratic roadblocks. 

What You Can Do

If you would like to help the Los Gatos 
Town-to-Town Katrina Consortium, here 
are some things you can do:

n Volunteer for a work group to help 
roof, sheetrock, and provide other 
hands-on rebuilding assistance.

n Make contact with your counterpart 
in Pascagoula (e.g., service club 
to service club, school principal to 
school principal, banker to banker) 
and ask what specific needs you may 
be able to meet.

n  Donate funds to the local account 
that has been established to 
support Pascagoula recovery. The 
Consortium Steering Committee 
will send these funds to Pascagoula 
for rebuilding projects as they are 

identified. Donations may be mailed 
to: “Los Gatos-Katrina Fund,” 
Attn: Steve Rauwolf, Los Gatos-
Saratoga Community Education and 
Recreation, 123 E. Main Street, Los 
Gatos, CA 95030.

For more information, visit the  
Los Gatos Town-to-Town Katrina 
Consortium website,  
www.losgatoskatrina.org. For more 
information about other local volunteer 
efforts, visit the Community Unity 
website, www.losgatosca.gov/cu.

Volunteers Making a Difference

Community Unity Online

A
re you a community organization in need of volunteers?  Or are you a student 
who needs community service hours?  Visit the Community Unity website, 
www.losgatosca.gov/cu.  
Here you will find more 

information about Community Unity, 
how to register a project and request 
volunteers, and how to volunteer 
yourself or your organization.  You 
will also find out how to subscribe to 
the Community Unity email service, 
which alerts you when new volunteer 
projects have been listed.
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Water

The Water Efficiency Landscape 
Ordinance was adopted by the 
Town Council in 1992 to promote 
conservation and efficient use of water. 
All new commercial developments and 
residential developments of five or more 
units are subject to this ordinance, 
which requires developers to calculate 
the water allowance permitted for 
the site and estimated water usage. 
The ordinance encourages the use of 
recycled water irrigation.

In partnership with the West Valley Clean 
Water Program, the Town sponsored a 
recycling event at which any West Valley 
resident, business, or school could drop 
off old televisions, computer monitors, and 
laptop computers. These appliances can 
leach toxic metals, such as lead, mercury, 
and copper, into our local waterways.

Earth

April is Keep Los Gatos Beautiful Month. 
Each April, the Town sponsors a series 
of events and programs to celebrate 
National Earth Day, National Arbor Day, 
and National Volunteer Recognition Week, 
all of which occur during the month of 
April. Past events have included a mercury 
thermometer exchange, tree plantings, 
and the Bicycle Rewards Program.

Through the Adopt-a-Planter program, 
residents or businesses may “adopt” 
one of the 28 raised planting beds 
located along North Santa Cruz Avenue 
in the downtown. Planter “adopters” are 
responsible for purchasing, planting, 
and maintaining plant materials in their 
planter. The program adds greatly to 
the beauty and charm of downtown Los 
Gatos, and is a way for members of the 
community to connect to their natural 
environment.

In Fiscal Year 2006/07, the Town 
reached a milestone by receiving the 
distinguished Tree City USA award for 
the 27th consecutive year. The Tree City 
USA award is conferred by the National 
Arbor Day Foundation, in cooperation 
with the National Association of State 
Foresters and the U.S. Forest Service. In 
order to receive the award, a community 
must have the following: a tree board 
or department, a tree care ordinance, 
a comprehensive community forestry 
program, and an Arbor Day observance.

Waste

The Town Code requires developers to 
provide an opportunity for the public 
to salvage building materials from 
demolished structures. Developers 
must advertise in a newspaper when 
the structure is available for salvaging. 
All wood, metal, glass, and aluminum 
materials generated from a demolished 
structure must be recycled.

Through the Santa Clara County 
Household Hazardous Waste Program, 
Los Gatos residents can dispose of their 
household hazardous wastes for free. In 
FY 2005/06, 934 Los Gatos households 
participated in the program. The Town 
provides funds to the program on an 
annual basis to ensure that all Los 
Gatans who wish to may participate.

Los Gatos has maintained compliance 
with the state’s solid waste diversion 
requirements, also known as AB939, and 

Environmental Protection Efforts

W
hile local residents may 
disagree over the solutions 
to specific issues related to 
the environment, they share 

a common vision of a culture that is 
environmentally sensitive. The Town 

organization takes seriously its task of 
community stewardship, which includes 
resource conservation and pollution 
prevention. For example, it has been 
certified as a Green Business through 
the Santa Clara County Green Business 
Program. To be certified “green,” an 
organization must be in compliance 
with all regulations and meet program 
standards for conserving resources, 
preventing pollution, and minimizing 
waste.

Following is an outline of just some 
of the many other programs and 
accomplishments of the Town in the 
environmental arena:

 Energy

The Town is a member of the Silicon 
Valley Energy Program, a joint project of 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
(PG&E) and the City of San 

José. With the twin goals of 
saving energy and saving 

money, this program 
offers rebates, classes, 
energy audits, and 
technical assistance 
to businesses and city 

organizations.

All of the red and green 
traffic lights in town, and 

the majority of pedestrian 
signals and yellow traffic lights, use 

light emitting diodes (LEDs) instead of 
traditional incandescent lights. LEDs 
use about 10% to 20% of the energy of 
an incandescent bulb, reducing energy 
costs - and last about five times as long, 
reducing replacement costs.

As street light fixtures are upgraded and 
replaced, the old bulbs are replaced with 
high pressure sodium lamps. According 
to the U.S. Department of Energy, high 
pressure sodium lamps are very efficient, 
providing 50 to 140 lumens per watt, and 
have a lifetime of between 16,000 and 
24,000 hours on average.

The Civic Center’s HVAC system, 
upgraded in 2006, incorporates state-
of-the-art technology, including variable 
frequency drives for the electric motors, 
which reduce energy consumption.

Building and Development

The Town’s Hillside Development 
Standards and Guidelines, adopted in 
2004, contain voluntary green building 
standards for new construction. These 
standards include the following goals:

n Siting and design of a structure 
should take maximum advantage of 
passive solar heating, natural cooling, 
and natural light.

n Landscaping should be used to 
control exposure to sun and wind.

n Building materials selected should 
reduce the consumption of natural 
resources and be non-toxic. This 
includes the use of salvaged or 
reused building materials.

Solar heat, as an alternative energy 
source, is encouraged by Town 
development regulations. For example, for 
about 20 years the Town has required that 
all new homes be pre-plumbed for solar 
water heaters and that solar be used as 
the primary means of heating swimming 
pools. To date, the Town has approved 
more than 1,000 solar panel systems on 
residential and commercial structures.

See Environmental Efforts, page 7

Why Shop Local?

S
hopping in Los Gatos is investing in Los Gatos. The money spent in town helps 
to fund many Town government services including parks, street maintenance, 
library and police services, and more. Making the choice to patronize local 
businesses is something every resident can do to ensure our community stays 

a great place to live, work, play, and do business. 

Top Five Reasons to Shop Los Gatos

1. Investment in the Community

One cent of every 8.25 cents of sales tax per dollar of 
sales generated in Los Gatos comes back to the Town 
organization to pay for municipal services. In fact, sales 
tax is the biggest source of revenue for the Town. That 
means when you make a taxable purchase in town, a 
portion of it is used to pay for our parks, our streets, 
our library books, our police officers, and much more. 
Spending money in other cities helps those cities to 
fund the same services in their communities. If you 
have the option to buy locally, remember that you will 
directly benefit from making the local choice.

2. Money Spent Locally, Stays Local

Any dollars spent in your community go to work in your community. The “local 
multiplier effect” means that the dollars spent at a local business are recirculated 
in town as employees at that business spend money in town and as that business 
purchases goods and services from other local businesses. The cycle then repeats 
until eventually the money “leaks” out from town as purchases are made elsewhere. 
Until then, local expenditures have increased their impact in town many times. 

3. Community Connections 

Local businesses are local contributors. They provide employment opportunities for 
residents, and often participate in local causes through volunteering or donations. 
If you patronize local businesses, they are more likely to take more time to get to 
know you as a customer, and thus can provide you with better customer service. Local 
businesses often are owned by and staffed by people who live here, and are more 
invested in the future of Los Gatos.

4. Local Character and Prosperity

Los Gatos is well-known for its small-town charm, architectural uniqueness, 
and quality customer service. It is these distinctive characteristics that give our 
community an economic advantage in the marketplace. Choosing to shop locally 
provides ongoing support for preserving our local character and ensuring a 
prosperous economic future.

5. Environmental Sustainability

Local stores help to sustain vibrant, compact, and walkable town centers which in 
turn are essential to reducing sprawl, automobile use, and air pollution. Los Gatos is 
especially unique in providing the free Los Gatos Community Bus in partnership with 
the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA). When you shop in town, you 
reduce the transportation impacts of traveling outside the community.

And if those aren’t enough reasons for you to shop locally, here is a bonus reason to 
Shop Los Gatos:

6. Shopping Locally is Fun! 

The local marketplace creates a focal point where people can meet, socialize, 
and have fun together. Whether you are enjoying the Sunday farmers market, or 
meeting friends at a local café, a thriving local community inspires a sense of 
belonging and personal involvement, local pride, and community identity. And 
where else could you find such a remarkable collection of stores, restaurants, 
salons, and other businesses to choose from?

Do your part – Shop Los Gatos!
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W
est Valley Collection & 
Recycling (WVC&R), the 
new solid waste services 
provider for Los Gatos, 

Campbell, Saratoga, and Monte Sereno 
reports that residents are happy with 
the new, fully-automated service, and 
with the ability to place all recyclable 
materials in one container. Their new 
split-body collection trucks have reduced 
the number of large vehicles on the 
streets each collection day; one truck 
brings both yard waste and garbage to 
Guadalupe Landfill for processing, and 
another brings recyclables to WVC&R’s 
Material Recovery Facility in San Jose.

Used Oil Collection

You can recycle used motor oil and oil 
filters curbside, using the free oil jugs 

and filter bags provided by WVC&R. 
These collection containers are specially 
designed to prevent leaks of potentially 
hazardous substances. To order oil jugs 
and filter bags, call WVC&R’s customer 
service line at (408) 283-9250. Then, 
place filled oil jugs and filter bags on 
the curb near your recycling cart for 
collection on your regular collection day. 
Replacement oil jugs and filter bags will 
be left behind for your next use.

E-Waste and Universal  
Waste Disposal

WVC&R also offers a free e-waste and 
“universal waste” drop-off site for  
Los Gatos residents. Items that are 
accepted include:

n used motor oil and oil filters

n water-based paints

n universal waste, which includes 
household batteries; fluorescent 
tubes, bulbs, and other mercury-
containing lamps; thermostats; 
electronic devices; electrical 
switches and relays; pilot light 
sensors; mercury gauges; 
mercury-added novelties; mercury 
thermostats; and aerosol cans

n e-waste, which includes televisions 
and computer monitors, CPUs, 
laptop computers, external computer 
hard drives, computer keyboards, 
computer mice, computer printers, 
DVD players, and VCRs

To schedule an appointment to drop 
off your waste, call WVC&R customer 
service at (408) 283-9250.

School Outreach Program

WVC&R offers classroom presentations 
to teach students the benefits of 
recycling, reducing, and reusing. Tours 
of the Material Recovery Facility are also 
available, for students in grades three 
and up. The tour includes a recycling 
presentation in the onsite education 
center and a guided tour through the 
facility, where visitors see recyclables 
being sorted and processed. For more 
information on the school outreach 
program, or to schedule a classroom 
presentation or facility tour, contact 
WVC&R’s outreach department at  
(408) 283-9250.

More information about all of the services 
provided by West Valley Collection & 
Recycling is available on its website,  
www.westvalleyrecycles.com.

Solid Waste Services

has had its diversion rate certified each 
year by the California Integrated Waste 
Management Board. In 2004, the most 
recent year to be certified by the Board, 
Los Gatos diverted 56% of its solid waste 
from landfill disposal.

For More Information

Many of the organizations and programs 
mentioned above have more information 
available on their websites. Following are 
some links you may find useful:

Silicon Valley Energy Program:  
www.pge.com/svep

West Valley Clean Water Program:  
www.cleancreeks.org

Keep Los Gatos Beautiful 
Month: www.losgatosca.gov/
keeplosgatosbeautiful

Santa Clara County Household Hazardous 
Waste Program: www.hhw.org

Talk Back...
We’d like to hear from you. Please send us your comments, ideas, thoughts, or concerns.

Return to: Town Manager, Town of Los Gatos, P.O. Box 949, Los Gatos, CA, 95031/Fax to: (408) 354-8431/Email to: manager@losgatosca.gov.

!

Los Gatos 
Unplugged
Did you know that most cell phone, 
digital camera, and power tool 
rechargers continue to draw electricity 
as long as the recharger is plugged in, 
even after the device is fully charged, 
and even if no device is attached? 
With about 12,000 residential 
households in Los Gatos, this could 
equate to thousands of rechargers 
drawing electricity unnecessarily – 
adding up to lots of wasted electricity 
each year. According to Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company (PG&E), Los 
Gatos’s annual residential electricity 
use over the past few years, in 
kilowatt-hours (kWh), was as follows: 

2003: 89,243,696 kWh 
2004: 92,683,575 kWh 
2005: 93,520,485 kWh

PG&E recommends turning off or 
unplugging all appliances, including 
rechargers, when they are not in use. 
For a list of many other no-cost and 
low-cost ways to save energy around 
your house, visit PG&E’s website, 
www.pge.com, and click on  
“Your Home.”

Environmental Efforts
Continued from page 6
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DateTimeEventLocationContact
Mondays10:30 amToddler Story TimeLibrary(408) 354-6891
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays3 pm to 5 pmBooks TogetherLibrary(408) 354-6891
Tuesdays10:30 amPre-School Story TimeLibrary(408) 354-6891
Fridays10:30 amMother Goose Story TimeLibrary(408) 354-6891
May 176:45 pmChildren’s Library EventLibrary(408) 354-6891
May 20 – 26National Public Works WeekCorporation Yard(408) 399-5770
May 231:15 pmSenior Wednesday Afternoon MovieNeighborhood Center(408) 354-1514
May 313:30 pmChildren’s Library EventLibrary(408) 354-6891
June 20 – August 296:30 to 8:30 pmJazz on the PlazzTown Plaza Parkwww.jazzontheplazz.com
June 245 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
June 271:15 pmSenior Wednesday Afternoon MovieNeighborhood Center(408) 354-1514
July 15 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
July 411 am to 7:30 pmLos Gatos Celebrates the 4th of JulyCivic Center, LGHS(408) 354-6820
July 85 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
July 13 – August 48 pmLos Gatos Shakespeare FestivalOak Meadow Park(408) 996-0635
July 155 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
July 225 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
July 251:15 pmSenior Wednesday Afternoon MovieNeighborhood Center(408) 354-1514
July 295 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
August 55 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
August 11 – 1210 am to 6 pmFiesta de ArtesCivic Centerwww.lgfiesta.org
August 195 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
August 221:15 pmSenior Wednesday Afternoon MovieNeighborhood Center(408) 354-1514
August 265 to 7 pmMusic in the Park concertCivic Center(408) 354-6820
September 261:15 pmSenior Wednesday Afternoon MovieNeighborhood Center(408) 354-1514
September 287:30 pmScreen on the GreenOak Meadow Park(408) 354-6834
OctoberLos Gatos Prepared MonthTown-widewww.losgatosprepared.org

For a complete calendar of Town events, visit the Town website at www.losgatosca.gov, and click on “What’s Happening!”


